300                ANECDOTE OF JHAUNGEER
6 One day, upon the bell being violently rung, the messenger was commanded to bring in the person requiring justice. When the messenger reached the gate, he found no other creature near the place but a poor sickly-looking ass, in search of a scanty meal from the stunted grass, which was dried up by the scorching sun, and blasts of hot wind which at that season prevailed. The man returned and reported to the King that there was no person at the gate.
* The King was much surprised at the singularity of the circumstance, and whilst he was talking of the subject with his nobles and courtiers, the bell was again rung with increased violence. The messenger being a second time despatched, returned with the same answer, assuring the King that there was not any person at or within sight of the gate. The King, suspecting him to be a perverter of justice, was displeased with the man, and even accused him of keeping back a complainant from interested motives. It was in vain the messenger declared himself innocent of so foul a crime ; a third time the bell rang, " Go," said the King to his attendants, " and bring the supplicant into my presence immediately!'' The men went, and on their return informed the King that the only living creature near the gate was an ass, poor and manged, seeking a scanty meal from the parched blades of grass. " Then let the ass be brought hither ! " said the King ; " perhaps he may have some complaint to prefer against his owner."
4 The courtiers smiled when the ass was brought into the presence of the monarch, who upon seeing the poor half-starved beast covered with sores, was at no loss for a solution of the mysterious ringing at the bell, for the animal not finding a tree or post against which he could rub himself, had made use of the bell-rope for that purpose.
4 " Enquire for the owner of the ass ! " commanded the King, " and let him be brought before me without delay ! " The order promptly given, was as readily obeyed; and the hurkaarahs (messengers, or running footmen) in a short
river' (Memoirs of Jdhangir in Sir H. M. Elliot, History of India> vi. 284). It does not appear that this silly contrivance was ever used, and it was meant only for parade. Kaja Anangpal had already set up a similar bell at Delhi (ibid. vi. 262, iii. 565)*